Russian Invasion of Georgia

Media and telephone intercepts confirm Russia started the
war

Mounting evidence shows that Russian forces were first to move
Into the Georgian region of South Ossetia

Last updated on 20 September 2008

This document presents evidence gleaned from
e Publicly available Russian and western media sources and
e Telephone intercepts of the Georgian intelligence services, described as
credible by Western intelligence agencies and not denied by Russia.

This document first presents a summary of the evidence. A second section follows listing
the stories and their web links, reproducing extracts in the original language and, where
necessary, adding a franslation into English.

The intercepts and the stories confirm that units of the Russian 58" Army moved into
South Ossetia first, forcing the Georgian Armed Forces to react.

The Evidence

Telephone intercepts

Early in the morning of August 7, at 3:41 am and 3:52 am, Georgian intelligence
intercepted two mobile telephone conversations held by a South Ossetian border
guard posted at the Roki tunnel by the name of Gassiev. His first name is unknown.

Georgia provided the intercepts to US and European intelligence agencies and senior
American officials have already found them to be credible. The Russian Federation has
disputed their importance, but has not denied their authenticity.

The New York Times independently translated and analyzed the transcripts. The full story
appears in section 2.

At 3.41 a.m., Gassiev told a supervisor at the South Ossetian border guard
headquarters that a Russian colonel had asked Ossetian guards to inspect
military vehicles that “crowded” the tunnel. Mr. Gassiev said, “The commander,
a colonel, approached and said, ‘The men with you should check the vehicles.’
Is that O.K.2" When asked who this commander was, Gassiev confinued, “I
don’t know. Their superior. The one in charge there. The BMPs and other
vehicles were sent here and they have crowded there. The men are also
standing around. And he said that we should inspect the vehicles. | don't know.
And he went out.”

At 3:52, Gassiev spoke to the supervisor again and informed him that armored
vehicles had left the funnel, commanded by a colonel he called Kazachenko.
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The supervisor asked Gassiev, “Listen, has the armor arrived or what2" Gassiev
replied, “The armor and people.” Asked if they had gone through the tunnel, he
said, “Yes; 20 minutes ago. When | called you they had already arrived.”
Supervisor: “Are they a lot, much military vehiclese Gassiev: “Well, Tanks,
armored carrriers and that.”

These intercepts show that significant Russian forces, enough to “crowd” the Roki
tunnel, entered South Ossetia some 20 hours before Georgian forces counterattacked.

The New York Times reports that senior American officials find the intercepts to be
“credible”.

Significantly, Russia has not disputed the authenticity of the intercepts; merely their
importance. The Russian explanation that these calls refer to a routine rotation of their
peacekeeping troops is false. According to the peace agreement in force at that
time, any rotation should have happened during daylight and all relevant parties
should have been notfified (i.e. the Georgian Government and OSCE) a month ahead
of time. The previous rotation of Russian forces was in May 2008.

Furthermore, prior to the publication of these intercepts, the Russian side had never
mentioned any rotation on August 7 in any of their communications (e.g. their fimeline
of events, public data or statements) and it insisted that its troops entered the region
only at noon on August 8.

Western intelligence findings boost the credibility of these transcripts. Again according
to the New York Times, the western services independently found that two battalions of
the 135t Regiment moved through Roki either the night of August7 or the early morning
of August 8.

The New York Times story appears in the next section of this document.

Why is this evidence only coming to light now, a month after the war started?

The Georgian Ministry of Internal Affairs monitors mobile communications in South
Ossetia carried over the Magti mobile network. Magti, which is one of Georgia’s three
big providers, has an excellent network across the South Ossetia region, covering the
territory with 20 cell towers. The local alternative is Ostelecom, a provider backed by
the Russian Megafon network. It has a much more restricted reach based on a system
of 5 cell towers, mostly serving the high-density areas around Tskhinvali. Crucially, it
does not reach deep into the countryside. For that reason, Magti is widely preferred in
the territory, especially by people who need to roam rural areas, such as officials, militia,
border guards, fruck and taxi drivers etc. They widely use Magti despite instructions by
the separatist government to use Ostelecom.

The Georgian Interior Ministry seeks to monitor all communications between officials in
the territory. In line with legal requirements, the Ministry of Internal Affairs monitored the

I The term used to refer to military vehicles is “texnmka”. This is Russian slang, meaning military
vehicles.
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conversations of a significant number of officials of the paramilitary structures of the de
facto authorities involved in illegal activities

Georgia’s Interior Minister received a report on the intercepts from Georgian counter-
intelligence within hours of recording. He relayed the information to the President and
other members of Government.

The file with the recordings was lost during the war when the surveillance team moved
operations from Tbilisi, the capital, to the central city of Gori. Georgian intelligence
officers later sifted through 6,000 files to retrieve copies.

Media stories

The evidence gleaned from the telephone intercepts is corroborated by stories that
have appeared in both Russian and Western media.

These are summarised here; the next section lists links and the Russian originals.

1. Inastory from August 4, life.ru describes the relocation of units of the Russian 58"
Army and of a regiment of the Pskov-based 76" Airborne Division to the Georgian
border, adjacent to the northern entrance to the Roki Tunnel:

Several battalions of the 58t Army of the North-Caucasus Military District, with
permanent bases in the territory of North Ossetia, have been brought to the
border of South Ossetia. Soldiers and military hardware have been moved to the
end of the Roki tunnel, the only route that connects the two Ossetian republics.

As was reported to LIFE.RU sources in the republic, the movement of military units
started on the night of 2nd to 3@ August. Reportedly, convoys of military forces
began moving out from their bases in the Kirov region of North Ossetia (in
Elkhotovo village) and from Ardone. The relocation of Russian hardware to the
proximity of the Roki tunnel means these troops can support the Peacekeeping
Forces as quickly as possible.

2. In astory from September 11, newsru.com analyses the movements of the 58t Army
and concludes as follows :

“On August 7, the Russian regiment received an order to move towards
Tskhinvali. It was set on alert and before nightfall reached the positions
prescribed. By midnight it was possible to see the outbreak of shelling in Tskhinvali
from where regiment was located.

Between the Roki Tunnel and Tskhinvali there is only one such place [fo see the
shelling of Tskhinvali] : the village of Djava. So, the 135" regiment entered South
Ossetia before the Georgian attack on Tskhinvali.”
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3.

In an inferview with the Russian Ministry of Defence’s publication Krasnaya Zvezda
(Red Star), Russian armed forces Captain Sedristyi confirms his unit was ordered to
Tskhinvali on August 7:

""We were at the exercises,” captain Sedristyi starts his story. “It is not so far from
the capital of South Ossetia, Lower Zaramakh—a nature preserve in North
Ossetia. That's the place where we had our camp after the exercises, but on 7
August we were ordered to move towards Tskhinvali. We were raised on an
alarm — and sent on a march."

Krasnaya Zvezda changed the date in its story from August 7 to August 8 following
questions from Western media. Captain Sedristyi, it was explained, confused the
dates because of an injury sustained during the fighting. According to the New York
Times, Captain Sedristyi cannot be reached. The extract of the story in the next
section quotes the original; the links to the doctored story and the original, keptin a
Google cache, are given.

On August 15, the daily Permskie Novosti, reporting about the war, quotes a
conversation between a soldier and his mother:

“I have very little time, - the kid went on. — Look: we are here since 7 Augqust.
Well, the whole of our 58t army.”

On August 17, Komsomoslkaya Pravda quotes Sergeant Alexander Plotnikov of the
6939 regiment of the 58" Army, who was interviewed in Rostov after being wounded
in the fighting:

“The gossip that the war would start soon went around in our regiment in the
beginning of August. Nobody spoke about it officially. We understood
everything, though, after two companies of our regiment were sent to the
mountains, not far from Tskhinvali.”

On September 2, Vadim Rachkovsky, a journalist for Moskovskyi Komsomolets, wrote
on his blog:

“As fo the tank column. | see nothing particular about that. Attention! This is
verified and nobody makes a secret from the fact that the battalion-tactical
group of 693 regiment of 58t army used to regularly move towards South
Ossetia for military duty. And that's from where they moved fo Tskhinvali. Maybe
this happened on August 7, maybe even earlier. This was not for the first time.
Each time tension was rising, our tanks advanced to this direction. So, in this case
Saakashvili says the truth.”

7. According to BBC Monitoring World Media Monitor, on August 7, the Abkhaz

separatist leader Sergei Bagapsh told Rossiya TV that a Russian battalion had
entered the conflict zone:

Abkhaz leader says Russian troops deployed in South Ossetia
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The president of the self-proclaimed republic of Abkhazia, Sergey Bagapsh,
has said that a Russian military battalion has entered the Georgian
breakaway region of South Ossetia. His remarks, made at a meeting of the
Abkhaz security council, were broadcast by the Russian state-owned TV
channel Rossiya on 7 August. "I have spoken to the president of South
Ossetia. It [the situation] has more or less stabilized now. A battalion of the
North Caucasian [Military] District has entered the areq," Bagapsh said.

Source: Rossiya TV, Moscow, in Russian 1600 gmt 7 Aug 08

8. As the Russian military was preparing for the invasion, the Russian media was
preparing to cover it. Said Tsarnayeyv, a freelance journalist working for Reuters,
arrived in Tskhinvali on 7 August. In an article published on the website of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty, Tsarnayeyv is quoted as saying:

At the hotel we discovered that there were already 48 Russian journalists there.
Together with us, there were 50 people," Tsarnayev said. 'l was the only one
representing a foreign news agency. The rest were from Russian media and they
arrived three days before we did, as if they knew that something was going to
happen. Earlier at the border crossing, we met one man who was taking his wife
and children from Tskhinvali."

Conclusion

The telephone intercepts, their analysis and the Western and Russian media stories alll
indicate that the Russian armed forces entered the territory of Georgia in South Ossetia
many hours before Georgia decided to counterattack at Tskhinvali. Some had
progressed at least as far as Djava before nightfall on August 7.

The Georgian Armed Forces received intelligence on August 7 that Russian froops north
of the border had received orders to roll into Georgia. They received this information
hours before Georgia conducted its military operation in response to the Russian
invasion.

Military necessity dictated the choice of Tskhinvali as the objective for the Georgian
counterattack, as any topographical map makes clear—it was the only way the
Georgian army could move from its core territory to meet the advancing Russian
columns. The counterattack aimed for military targets and did not significantly damage
the town of Tskhinvali itself, as a study by the UN using satellite pictures makes clear.
(See
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/freeproducts/Georgia/Russia_ConflictAug08/UNOSA
T _GEQO Village Damage Summary Tskhinvali 19aug08 Highres.pdf.)

Moreover, the media stories and analyst reports support the view that the Russian
military designed its exercises of July 2008 to prepare Russian troops for an invasion of
Georgia. A leaflet entitled Know Your Enemy, which was distributed to participating

50f 17



soldiers confirmed this view (see annex). The leaflet makes the target of the exercise
clear, detailing the composition and main armaments of the Georgian Army.

Stories, translations and links

1. life.ru description of relocation of Russian units: http://life.ru/news/27624/

2. newsru.com analysis of the movements of the 58th Army

“All roads lead to the Roki tunnel: the war started on provocative territory “
11 September 2008
http://newsru.com/russia/11sep2008/voshli.html

The regiment, which has a permanent place of deployment in the village
Prokhladni near Nalchik, was posted in Nizhny Zaramag after the exercises (2
August), writes Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star).

Nizhny Zaramag is located a few kilometers from the Roki funnel’s northern
enfrance. A checkpoint and customs post are located in this village. Russia and
Georgia have different views as to whom the Roki tunnel belongs to. The Roki
pass includes the Roki tunnel; an essential part of the Transcaucasian road. The
Roki tunnel is the only connection linking South and North Ossetia. The Mamisoni
pass is, in fact, the border between Georgia and Russia. These are extremely
important strategic places from a military point of view. A regiment of the 58t
Army was located in close proximity to this border, in the city of Zaramag close to
the Transcaucasus roadway, and was able to cross the border of South Ossetia in
the shortest time.

On August 7, the Russian regiment received an order to move towards Tskhinvali.
It wass set on alert and before nightfall reached the positions prescribed. By
midnight it was possible to see the outbreak of shelling in Tskhinvali from where
regiment was located.

Between the Roki Tunnel and Tskhinvali there is only one such place [fo see the
shelling of Tskhinvali] : the village of Djava. So, the 135t regiment entered South
Ossetia before the Georgian attack on Tskhinvali.

Russian original:

Bce Aoporu BeAyT B POKCKUIM TOHHEAb: BOMHA HAYAAQCH HO NPOBOKALLMOHHOM
TeppUTOpPUM

MOAK, MMEIOLLIMIM MECTO MOCTOIHHOM AUCAOKALLMM B MOCEAKE [MPOXAQAHbBIM MOA
HOABYMKOM, MOCAE OKOHYOHMS YH4EHUIM (2 ABryCTA) ObIA PA3MELLEH B HMXKHEM
3apamare, nuulet "KpacHas 38e3aq’.

HUKHMM 30PAMAT HOXOAMUTCS B HECKOABKMX KUAOMETPAX OT CEBEPHOTO MOPTAAC
POKCKOTrO TOHHEAS; B 3TOM MOCEAKE HOXOAATCS MPOMYCKHOM MYHKT M TAMOXHS.

MOUMHAAAEXHOCTb POKCKOrO TOHHEAS POCCUHS 1 [PY3Md PACCMATPMBAIOT NO-
PA3HOMY. POKCKMM NEPEBAA BKAIOHAET B Ce04 POKCKMIM TOHHEAD - BODKHEMULLIYIO
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4OCTb TPAHCKABKA3CKOM MAMMCTPAAU. DTO EAMHCTBEHHAN AOPOTrA, COEAMHAOLLLOS
FOXxHYI0 1 CeBepHyto Ocetmio. MOMUCOHOBCKMIU MEPEBAA - MO CYTU, IPAHULLA
MeXAY py3men n Poccumckon Peasepaument. 310 KDOMHE BOXKHbIE
cTparterMyeckme NAQUAAPMbl C BOEHHOM TOYKM 3pEHMA. B HEMOCPEACTBEHHOM
OAM3OCTU K TPAHMULLE B PAMOHE TOPOAA 3pamar Ha TpaHCKame ObiA
PACKBAPTUPOBAH MOAK 58-1 apMUK, KOTOPbLIM B KPATKME CPOKM CocobeH
nepentn rpanuLy KOxxHom OceTtun, OTMEYAA HOKAOHYHE B0eBbIX AenCTBuMM LIFE.ru.

7 QBryCTa POCCHMCKMM MOAK MOAYYMA KOMAHAY BbIABUIATLCS K LIXMHBOAM, ObIA
MOAHST MO TPEBOTE M AO MCXOAQ AHS YCMEA MPMObLITb HO MPEANMCAHHbLIM PYyBeXxX
BbIABMXKEHMS. [TOCAE MOAYHOUM M3 PACMOAOXKEHMSA MOAKO MOXKHO BbIAO
HABAIOAQTb BCMbILLIKM APTUAAEPUMCKOTO OBCTPEAd LIXMHBOAM.

MexaAy POKCKMM TOHHEAEM U LIXMHBOAM TOKOE MECTO TOAbKO OAHO - AXKOBQ.
NTaK, 135-1 MOTOCTPEAKOBbBIM MOAK BCTYMMA HA Tepputopuio KOO A0 HaYaAQ
rPY3MHCKOM ATAKM HA LUxmHBAOAM, noAaaratoTr CMA.

3. Krasnaya Zvezda interview of captain Sedristyi:

“Life Goes On”

By Irina Zhirnova,

Krasnaya Zvezda

3 September 2008

Doctored story at http://www.redstar.ru/2008/09/03 09/2 03.html

Original story at
hitp://74.125.39.104/search2g=cache:http://www.redstar.ru/2008/09/03 09/2 03.
html

“- We were af the exercises, - captain Sedristyi starts his story. — I is not so far from
the capital of South Ossetia. Nizhnyr Zaramag - nature reserve in North Ossetia.
That's the place where we had our camp after the exercises, but on 7 August we
got orders to move towards Tskhinvali. We were raised on an alert — and sent on
a march.”

Russian original:

“- Mbl BbIAM HO YYEHMSAX, - HOYMHAET PACCKA3 KAMUTAH CUAPUCTBIN. - DTO
OTHOCMUTEABHO HEAQAEKO OT CTOAMLLBI KOXHOM OceTun. HUXKHUIM 3apaMax -
MPMPOAHbIM 3anoBeAHWK CeBepHon OceTrn. BOT TAOM MOCAE MAQHOBBIX YH4EHMM U
CTOSAM AQTEPEM, HO 7 ABryCTA NPULLIAQ KOMAHAQO HA BbIABUXKEHUE K LIXMHBAAY.
MNMOAHSAM HOC NO TPEBOre - U HO MApPLLL."

4. Permskie Novosti interview of the mother of a soldier:

“Soldiers from Perm got into the epicenter of the war”
By Irina Kizilova

Permskie Novosti

15 August 2008
hitp://www.permnews.ru/story.asp?kt=2912&n=453

During the morning of 10 August one of the mothers, who sent her son to Alania
[in North Ossetia] less than 3 months ago received a call. *
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—Mom, | am just back from Tskhinvali.

— What do you mean, from Tskhinvali2! There's war down there! You were not
supposed to be sent there!

- I have very little fime. Look: we are here since 7 August. Well, the whole of our
58t army. You are probably watching TV to find out what is going on over there?
Today, we battled through from Tskhinvali to Vladikavkaz for arms supplies. Now
we are going to fight through back there. That's all, | am being called. Regards
to everyone from me. Kiss you...

Russian original:

Y1pom 10 aBryCcTta B AOME OAHOM M3 MATEPEN, OTMPABMBLLIEM MEHbBLLIE TPEX
MECALLEB HA3QA CBOETO ChIHAO B AAGHMIO, PA3AAACSH 3BOHOK. — MAMQ, S TOABKO YTO
M3 LUxmHBaAM. — Kak 13 LUxmHBaAM2! Tam xxe BoMHA! Bac HE AOAXKHbBI ObIAM TYAC
OTMPOBAATH!

— Y MEHS 04E€Hb MOAO BPEMEHMU, — MPOAOAKAA MAABYMLLKA. — CAYLLION: Mbl TAM C
7 aBrycTa. Hy, BCa HALLIAQ 58-9 apmms. Tbl XXe, HOBEPHOE, CMOTPMULLb MO TEAMKY,
4TO TAM MPOUCXOAMTS CEroAHs Mbl MPOBUAMCH 13 LIXMHBOAG BO BAOQAMKOBKA3 30
BoopyxeHuem. Cemnyac byaem obpatHo NnpobumsaTtbcs. BCE, 30ByT. [epeaaBan
BCEeM NpueerT. Lleaylo...

5. Komsomoslkaya Pravda interview of Sergeant Alexander Plotnikov:

“We knew even in the beginning of August that the war would start”, Maria
Zhuykova,

Komsomolskaya Pravda

17 August, 2008

http://www.kp.ru/daily/24147/364238/

“The gossip that the war would start soon went around in our regiment in the
beginning of August. Nobody spoke about it officially. We understood everything,
though, after two companies of our regiment were sent to the mountains, not far
from Tskhinvali.”

Russian original:
“- CAYyXM O TOM, 4TO, CKOPO BYAET BOMHA, CTAAM XOAMTb B MOAKY B HOYOAE QBIyCTq.

HUKTO OOULIMAABHO OO 3TOM HE FOBOPUA. HO Mbl BCE MOHAAM, KOTAQ ABE POTHI
HALLETO MOAKA NepEnPABMAM B TOPbI, HEAOAEKO OT LUXMHBOAQ.)

6. Blog of Vadim Rachkovsky, the journalist with Moskovskyi Komsomolets:

2 September 2008
http://voinodel.livejournal.com/33871.htmlI2thread=916559#1916559

Question: Vadim...what about this strange column of tanks or some other heavy
armored vehicles that allegedly entered South Ossetia through Roki Tunnel in the
evening of August 7¢ Georgian representative to UN is mentioning this on every
session.

8of 17



Answer: As to the tanks column. | see nothing particular about that. Attention! This is
verified and nobody makes a secret from the fact that the battalion-tactical group
of 693 regiment of 58" army used to regularly move towards South Ossetia for
military duty. And that's where from they moved to Tskhinvali. Maybe this happened
on August 7, maybe even earlier. This was not for the first fime. Each time tension
was rising, our tanks advanced to this direction. So, in this case Saakashvili says the
truth. What else to do? Wait until these tanks would pass through Roki tunnel?

Russian original:

M YTO CABILLIHO HACYHET 3TOM HEMOHATHOM TAHKOBOM KOAOHHbI MAM KAKMX-TO
OPOHEMALLIMH, KOTOPbIE KOOI NPOLLAM B POKCKMM TYHHEADL 7 ABIYCTA BEYEPOM B
cTopoHy KOxxHOM Ocetmmn?e Mpy3nHCKmm npeactasmteAb B OOH HO KOXKAOM
30CEAQHMU TOBOPUT OO DTOM?

A HOCYET TOHKOBOW KOAOHHbI. HO COMOM AeAE BOOBLLLE HMYETO OCODEHHOTO B 3TOM
ddaKkTe He BMXKXY. BHMMmAaHME! AONOAAMHHO M3BECTHO M 3TOT GOAKT OCOO0 ACXKE HE
CKPbIBAETCH YTO BATAABOHHO-TAKTMYECKAY rPynna 693-ro NoOAKa 58 apmimm
PETYAIPHO BbIABUTAAACH B CTOPOHY tOXHOM OceTtnn Ha 6oeBoe AeXypcTBo. OTTyAd
OHM 1 HA UXMHBOAM MOLLIAM. MOXET 3TO ObIAO 7 ABryCTd, O MOXET M PaHbLLE. M 3TO
CAYYMAOCH HE BNepPBOU. MNpn AtBom 0BOCTPEHMM OBCTAHOBKM HALLIM TAHKM TYAQ
BbIABUTAAMCb. TAK 4TO CAAKALLIBUAM B AQHHOM CAY4YQE TOBOPUT MPABAY.

A 4TO XX HO AEAQTb MpuKkakeTe? XAQTb, KOrAQ €ro TAHKM B POKCKMM TOHHEAD
NPOMAYT?

BBC Monitoring 7 August report separatist leader Sergei Bagapsh interview on
Rossiya TV:

BBC World Monitor is a subscription service. No link can therefore be given.

Interview of Reuters photographer Said Tsarnayeyv, in Tskhinvali on 7 August:

Scene At Russia-Georgia Border Hinted At Scripted Affair
By Brian Whitmore

RADIO FREE EUROPE/RADIO LIBERTY

August 23, 2008

Said Tsarnayev stumbled intfo a war.

A Chechen freelance photographer with the Reuters news agency, Tsarnayev
arrived in the South Ossetian capital, Tskhinvali, during the day on August 7.
Travelling together with a colleague, Tsarnayev said he planned to take
photographs of the environment and natural surroundings in the area for a project
he was working on.

Once in Tskhinvali, he discovered a virtual army of Russian journalists at his hotel.
Speaking to RFE/RL's North Caucasus Service, Tsarnayeyv, a resident of the Chechen

capital, Grozny, said the Moscow-based reporters had been sent from various
Russian media outlets days earlier, and were preparing to cover something big.
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"At the hotel we discovered that there were already 48 Russian journalists there.
Together with us, there were 50 people," Tsarnayev said. "l was the only one
representing a foreign news agency. The rest were from Russian media and they
arrived three days before we did, as if they knew that something was going to
happen. Earlier at the border crossing, we met one man who was taking his wife
and children from Tskhinvali."

Late that night, armed conflict broke out between Russia and Georgia.
‘No Relationship To Reality'

Tsarnayev's account could not be independently confirmed. But it is consistent with
mounting indications that Russia had been planning an attack on Georgia in
advance, and was just waiting for a pretext to carry it out.

Russia's state-controlled media seemed exiremely well-prepared to cover the
outbreak of armed conflict in Georgia. Television networks immediately presented
elaborate graphics with news anchors and commentators appearing to stick to
disciplined talking points accusing Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili of
aggression, and the Georgian armed forces of genocide and ethnic cleansing.

The country's best English-speaking officials were made readily available to Western
media, where they relentlessly pushed Moscow's line on the conflict: Russia was
simply protecting its citizens and peacekeepers in South Ossetia from atrocities at
the hands of Georgia's military.

In an interview with RFE/RL in the early days of the conflict, Steven Pifer, a former U.S.
Ambassador to Ukraine who is now a visiting fellow at the Brookings Institution in
Washington, said Moscow's rhetoric and media narrative suggests they were
preparing a large-scale operation.

"The rhetoric that is coming out of Moscow, ethnic cleansing and genocide, is just
way over the top," Pifer said. "lIt's almost approaching the point where there is just no
relationship to reality. But again, certainly the rhetoric is appropriate to a larger
operation against Georgia to just stop and reverse whatever military gains the
Georgians made in South Ossetia on [August 7]."

The apparently well-prepared media narrative is only part of the picture.

On August 3, authorities in Georgia's Moscow-backed separatist province of South
Ossetia began evacuating hundreds of children to Russia. At the time, Georgian
officials said the move could be a signal that separatist authorities, and their patrons
in Russia, were preparing an offensive.

South Ossetian authorities said af the time that the evacuations were a precaution
in case Georgia aftempted to retake the province by force -- something Moscow
and Tskhinvali had been accusing Tbilisi of plotting to do.

Speaking at a news conference in Moscow on August 21, the deputy head of
Russia's General Staff, Colonel General Anatoly Nogovitsyn, reiterated Moscow's
claims that the Georgian side was preparing to use force.

"We have complaints against the OSCE regarding the initial stage of the conflict --
they were informed by the Georgian side that there would be an invasion, but they
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didn't warn the Russian peacekeepers," Nogovitsyn said.

In remarks reported by "The Washington Post," Georgian Defense Minister Davit
Kezerashvili said he gave the order for Georgian forces to "go out from their bases"
at 6 p.m. local time local time on August 7, just one hour before Saakashvili
announced a unilateral cease-fire.

Months In The Works

Kezerashvili said the Georgian troop movement was designed to deter South
Ossetian separatists, who were firing across the de facto border into Georgian-
controlled villages.

But observers say the march toward war on Moscow's side began months earlier.

In fact, hostilities began escalating soon after NATO delayed granting Membership
Action Plans -- a key phase before full membership -- to Georgia and Ukraine at its
summit in early April.

Less than two weeks later, Vladimir Putin, who was in the last month of his
presidency, signed a decree authorizing direct relations with and assistance for
Georgia's two pro-Moscow separatist provinces, Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

Later in April, Russia deployed 1,500 additional tfroops, some of them heavily armed,
to its "peacekeeping" contingent in Abkhazia without Georgia's consent -- an
express violation of the 1994 cease-fire agreement.

Russia also began shooting down Georgia's unmanned drone aircraft that were
conducting reconnaissance over Abkhazia. Russian military aircraft also began
regularly violating Georgian airspace near the separatist territory.

In June, Russia deployed unarmed troops to Abkhazia to rebuild a rail link between
Sukhumi and Ochamchira. At the time, Moscow presented the move as a
humanitarian gesture to improve Abkhazia's fransportation infrastructure. But U.S.
and Georgian officials later pointed out that the railway was used to transport
military equipment and munitions into Georgia during the conflict.

Then, with everybody watching Abkhazia, the focus abruptly shifted to South
Ossetia.

In July, Russia's armed forces began massive military training exercises in the north
Caucasus involving 8,000 servicemen and 700 pieces of military hardware. Russia's
58th Army, which would later spearhead the incursion into Georgia on August 8, was
the key unit in those maneuvers.

The 58th Army remained in the North Caucasus after the exercises. Shortly
thereafter, Georgian and South Ossetian separatist forces began exchanging
artillery, mortar, and sniper fire across the de facto border. Georgian officials accuse
the separatists of instigating the exchanges, but South Ossetian authorities deny the
allegation.

Pifer said is appears that Russia laid a well-prepared trap for the Georgians, and
Thilisi took the bait.
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"The Georgian leadership made a mistake on [August 7]. They should have
understood from what they have seen from the Russians that the Russians were
looking for a pretext. They [the Georgians] gave them that pretext when they
decided to go in a fairly large way into South Ossetia," Pifer said. "The speed of the
Russian response suggests that the Russians were ready, they were just waiting for
the reason and they took that as the reason.”

9. New York Times analysis of the telephone transcripts:

Georgia Offers Fresh Evidence on War's Start

New York Times

DAN BILEFSKY, C..J. CHIVERS, THOM SHANKER and MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

September 16, 2008

hitp://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/16/world/europe/1égeorgia.ntmi2partner=rssnyt&
emc=rss

This article was reported by Dan Bilefsky, C. J. Chivers, Thom Shanker and Michael
Schwirtz and written by Mr. Chivers.

TBILISI, Georgia — A new front has opened between Georgia and Russia, now over
which side was the aggressor whose military activities early last month ignited the
lopsided five-day war. At issue is new intelligence, inconclusive on its own, that
nonetheless paints a more complicated picture of the critical last hours before war
broke out.

Georgia has released intercepted telephone calls purporting to show that part of a
Russian armored regiment crossed into the separatist enclave of South Ossetia
nearly a full day before Georgia’s attack on the capital, Tskhinvali, late on Aug. 7.

Georgia is trying to counter accusations that the long-simmering standoff over South
Ossetia, which borders Russia, tilted to war only after it attacked Tskhinvali. Georgia
regards the enclave as its sovereign territory.

The intercepts circulated last week among intelligence agencies in the United States
and Europe, part of a Georgian government effort to persuade the West and
opposition voices at home that Georgia was under invasion and attacked
defensively. Georgia argues that as a tiny and vulnerable nation allied with the
West, it deserves extensive military and political support.

Georgia also provided audio files of the intercepts along with English translations to
The New York Times, which made its own independent translation from the original
Ossetian into Russian and then into English.

Russia, already facing deep criticism and the coolest audience in European capitals
since the cold wair, is arguing vigorously against Georgia’s claims. Last week, Prime
Minister Vladimir V. Putin expressed bafflement at what he saw as the West's
propensity to believe Georgia’s version of events.

In an interview arranged by the Kremlin, the Russian military played down the
significance of the intercepted conversations, saying froop movements to the
enclave before the war erupted were part of the normal rotation and replenishment
of longstanding peacekeeping forces there.
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But at a minimum, the intercepted calls, which senior American officials have
reviewed and described as credible if not conclusive, suggest there were Russian
military movements earlier than had previously been acknowledged, whether
routine or hostile, into Georgian territory as tensions accelerated toward war.

They also suggest the enduring limits — even with high-tech surveillance of critical
battlefield locations — of penetfrating the war's thick fogs.

The back and forth over who started the war is already an issue in the American
presidential race, with Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska, the Republican vice presidential
candidate, contending that Russia’s incursion into Georgia was “unprovoked,” while
others argue that Georgia’s shelling of Tskhinvali was provocation. Georgia claims
that its main evidence — two of several calls secretly recorded by its intelligence
service on Aug. 7 and 8 — shows that Russian tanks and fighting vehicles were
already passing through the Roki Tunnel linking Russia to South Ossetia before dawn
on Aug. 7.

By Russian accounts, the war began at 11:30 that night, when President Mikheil
Saakashvili of Georgia ordered an attack on Russian positions in Tskhinvali. Russian
combat units crossed the border into South Ossetia only later, Russia has said.

Russia has not disputed the veracity of the phone calls, which were apparently
made by Ossetian border guards on a private Georgian cellphone network. “Listen,
has the armor arrived or whate” a supervisor at the South Ossetian border guard
headquarters asked a guard at the tunnel with the surname Gassiev, according to
a call that Georgia and the cellphone provider said was intercepted at 3:52 a.m. on
Aug. 7.

“The armor and people,” the guard replied. Asked if they had gone through, he
said, “Yes, 20 minutes ago; when | called you, they had already arrived.”

Shota Utiashvili, the director of the inteligence analysis feam at Georgia’s Interior
Ministry, said the calls pointed to a Russian incursion. “This whole conflict has been
overshadowed by the debate over who started this war,” he said. “These
intercepted recordings show that Russia moved first and that we were defending
ourselves.”

The recordings, however, do not explicitly describe the quantity of armor or indicate
that Russian forces were engaged in fighting at that fime.

Competing Accounts

Gen. Lt. Nikolai Uvarov of Russia, a former United Nations military attaché, who
served as a Defense Ministry spokesman during the war, insisted that Georgia’s
aftack surprised Russia and that its leaders scrambled to respond while Russian
peacekeeping forces were under fire. He said President Dmitri A. Medvedev had
been on a cruise on the Volga River. Mr. Putin was at the Olympics in Beijing.

“The minister of defense, by the way, was on vacation in the Black Sea somewhere,”
he said. “We never expected them to launch an attack.”

As for the claim that Russian forces entered the enclave early on Aug. 7, General
Uvarov said military hardware regularly moved in and out of South Ossetia,
supplying the Russian peacekeeping contfingent there.
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“Since we had here a battalion, they need fuel, they need products; naturally you
have movement of troops,” he said. “But not combat troops specifically sent there
to fight.” He added, “If it were a big reinforcement, then we wouldn’t have lost
about 15 peacekeepers inside.”

Georgia disputed the Russian explanation, saying that under peacekeeping
documents signed by both sides in 2004, rotations of the Russian peacekeeping
battalion could be conducted only in daylight and after not less than a month of
advance notification. There was no notification, Mr. Utiashvili said.

Why, he asked, was the duty officer at the Roki Tunnel apparently caught off guard,
if this was, as the Russians said, a routine deployment of peacekeepers?e

Georgian officials said they provided the materials last week to the United States
and France, which holds the rotating presidency of the European Union, in addition
to two reporters for The Times. The Times hired an independent Ossetian linguist in
Russia to translate the recordings.

Vano Merabishvili, Georgia’s minister of interior, said he was told of the intercepts by
Georgian intelligence within hours of their being recorded. The information, he said,
was relayed to Mr. Saakashvili, who saw them as a sign of a Russian invasion.

Pressed as to why more than a month passed before the conversations came to
light, Mr. Merabishvili said the file with the recordings was lost during the war when
the surveillance team moved operations from Tbilisi, the capital, to the central city
of Gori. Georgian intelligence officers later sifted through 6,000 files to retrieve
copies, he said.

The Times provided a range of American government and military officials with
copies of the independent franslations for comment. They cautioned that while the
conversations appeared to be from genuine cellphone intercepts, no complete or
official assessment could be made without access to the entire file of cellphone
audio gathered by the Georgians. They said the question of provocation and
response in the conflict remained under scrutiny in Washington.

“We continue to look at that, both in terms of our intelligence assessment and then
from what we get from on the ground,” said one senior American military officer
who follows the situation in Georgia and agreed to discuss the matter on the
condition of anonymity because it involved inteligence matters. “We have not
been able to establish the ‘Who shot John2' — the first shot.”

Talk of Armor in Tunnel

Georgia said its main evidence consisted of two conversations on Aug. 7 between
Mr. Gassiev at the tunnel and his supervisor at the headquarters.

In the first conversation, logged at 3.41 a.m., Mr. Gassiev told the supervisor that a
Russian colonel had asked Ossetian guards to inspect military vehicles that
“crowded” the tunnel. Mr. Gassiev said: “The commander, a colonel, approached
and said, ‘The guys with you should check the vehicles.’ Is that O.K.2”

Asked who the colonel was, Mr. Gassiev answered: “| don't know. Their superior, the
one in charge there. The B.M.P.'s and other vehicles were sent here and they’'ve
crowded there. The guys are also standing around. And he said that we should
inspect the vehicles. | don’t know. And he went out.” A B.M.P. is a tfracked armored
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vehicle that vaguely resembles a tank. It was one of the principal Russian military
vehicles seen in the war, and in the peacekeeping contingent.

At 3:52 a.m., Mr. Gassiev informed the supervisor that armored vehicles had left the
funnel, commanded by a colonel he called Kazachenko. The colonel’s first name
was not mentioned. According to unrelated Russian press reports after the war, Col.
Andrei Kazachenko served in the 135th Motorized Rifle Regiment. The regiment
provided peacekeepers in South Ossetia and fought in Tskhinvali during the warr,
General Uvarov said. The general said he had no information about Colonel
Kazachenko.

Georgia’s claims about Russian movements appear to be at least partly supported
by other information that emerged recently. Western intelligence determined
independently that two battalions of the 135th Regiment moved through the tunnel
to South Ossetia either on the night of Aug. 7 or the early morning of Aug. 8,
according to a senior American official.

New Western intelligence also emerged last week showing that a motorized rifle
element was assigned to a garrison just outside South Ossetia, on Russian territory,
with the aim of securing the north end of the tunnel, and that it may have moved to
secure the entire tunnel either on the night of Aug. 7 or early in the morning of Aug.
8, according to several American officials who were briefed on the findings.

On Sept. 3, Krasnaya Zvezda, the official newspaper of the Russian Defense Ministry,
published an article in which a captain in the 135th Regiment, Denis Sidristy, said his
unit had been ordered to cease a tfraining exercise and move to Tskhinvali on Aug.
7.

After a query by The Times about the article, the Russian newspaper published an
article last Friday in which the captain said the correct date for the advance to
Tskhinvali was Aug. 8. Efforts to reach Captain Sidristy were unsuccessful.

A U.S. Official's Account

Matthew J. Bryza, the deputy assistant secretary of state who coordinates
diplomacy in the Caucasus, said the contents of the recorded conversations were
consistent with what Georgians appeared to believe on Aug. 7, in the final hours
before the war, when a brief cease-fire collapsed.

“During the height of all of these developments, when | was on the phone with
senior Georgian officials, they sure sounded completely convinced that Russian
armored vehicles had entered the Roki Tunnel, and exited the Roki Tunnel, before
and during the cease-fire,” he said. "I said, under instructions, that we urge you not
to engage these Russians directly.”

By the night of Aug. 7, he said, he spoke with Eka Tkeshelashvili, Georgia’s foreign
minister, shortly before President Saakashvili issued his order to attack. “She sounded
completely convinced, on a human level, of the Russian presence,” Mr. Bryza said.
“ *Under these circumstances,’ she said, ‘We have to defend our villages.’ ”

General Uvarov, the senior Russian official, contended that the Georgians had
acted rashly and without a clear understanding of their own intelligence.

According to the cease-fire agreement signed in the 1990s after the first war
between Georgia and South Ossetia, Russia was allowed to maintain a 500-member
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peacekeeping force in the region, he said. And 300 reserve peacekeepers can be
deployed in emergency situations, he said.

As the Georgians began their attack, about 100 reserve peacekeepers from the
135th Regiment were put on alert and moved close to the tunnel, he said. They
were ordered through the tfunnel to reinforce forces in Tskhinvali around dawn on
Aug. 8, he said.

The first Russian combat unit — the First Battalion of the 135th Regiment — did not
pass through the Roki Tunnel until 2:30 p.m. on Aug. 8, more than 14 hours after the
Georgians began shelling Tskhinvali, he said.

The battalion, he said, did not reach Tskhinvali until the next evening, having met
heavy Georgian resistance. Georgia disputes that account, saying it was in heavy
combat with Russian forces near the tunnel long before dawn. One thing was clear
by then. The war had begun.

Dan Bilefsky and C. J. Chivers reported from Tbilisi, Georgia; Thom Shanker from
Washington; and Michael Schwirtz from Moscow.
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Annex: “know your enemy” leaflet distributed to soldiers participating in the exercises in
the north Caucasus in July 2008

BOMH, 3HAVM BEPOATHOT'O IIPOTUBHUKA!

C 2001 roma pykosoacTso [pyaum pesko M3MEHMNO CBOWM Kypc Ha J0GPOCOCENCKME M NIpYXecTBeHHble
oTHOwenuA ¢ Poccueit. M3bpas Hanpapnenye Ha 3CKANAlMI0 OTHOIEHMI € HALIMM FOCYJlapCTBOM, PYKOBOACTBO [py3un
BCAYECKUMM ITyTAMM CTPEMUTCA BCTYNHTH B cocTaB HATO, aKTMBHO IPOBOAUT MU/IMTAPH3ALMIO CTPAHBL.

Cocmae BC I'pysuu: cyxonyrame pojicka, BoerHo-Bo3aymnsie cust n IIBO, BoeHHO-MOpCK#e Cobi,
HalMOHANbHAA TBAPMMA,
Yucnennocrs BC I'pysumn — 32 700 yen.
Broppker Munuctepcrsa o6opoHst Ha 2008 rog — $970 mMan.

Cyxonymmuute aoticka

Yucnennocrs 22 000 gen. \

CyxonyrHbie Boficka I'pyaun BkmovarnT 5 6puran 1 8 orj1. 6aransoHos

-1-a mexotnan 6purapa (r. lopu). B 2002-2004rr. npomta o6yuenne No aMepuKaHckoit nporpamme GTEP,
2005-2006rT. - YaCTMYHO N0 AMEPUKAHCKOIM nporpamMme GSSOP,

-2-a nexorHan Gpurapa (1.n. Cenaku u r. Batymn). B 2005r. npowna ofy<enne no aMepHKaHCKOd nporpamme
GSSOP, B 2005-2006rr. npotna «obkatky» B Mpake.

-3-n mexorHaa Opuraga (r. Kyramcu m un. Axanuuxe). B 2006r. npouia ofydeHne Mo aMepUKAHCKON
nporpamme GSSOP II, B 2006-2008rr. npouina «o0kaTky» B Mpake, 32-it 6aranbon B 2007r. 6601 B Kocoso.

-4-a mexorwan Gpurapa (r. T6ummucu u mn. Myxposanu). CopMHPOBaHa M3 BOEHHOCTYKAMMX GHIBIIMX
BHYTPeHHHUX BOJCK. :

-5-a nexotnan 6purana (r. Batymu u r. ITotn).

Ha BoOpy)xeHHH rpy3SHHCKOI apMHUM COCTOMT: { .

Tanku:T-72B1, T-72M T-72AB (no mnanam MMHMCTepCTBa 060POHB I'pysun Bce 165 eaunmy T-72 npoxopar
MojiepHu3aumio o ypopua T-72-SIM-1).

EMII: BMII-1, BMII-2, BTP-80, MTJIB, BPIIM-2, 6poneasTomobunu Ko6pa.

CreonsHan aprunnepus: 203-mM 2C7 CAY "[non’", 152-Mm 2C19 CAY Mcra-C, 152-MM Gykcnpyeman raybuna
2A65 Mcra-B, 152-mm 2A36 Gykcupyeman nymka [maumnr-B, 152-Mm CAY DANA, 122-mm 2C3 CAY Axauus, 22-MM
6yxcupyeman ray6umna 2A18 J1-30, 100-mMm Gyxcupyeman nymka MT-12, 40 B5-Mm 6yxcupyeman mymka J1-44,

PC30: 262-mm M-87 PC30 "Opxkan”, 122-Mm-160-mm PC30 Nap-160 "Tpap-nap", 122-mm PC30 RM-70, 122-
mm PC30 BM-21 I'pap, 128-mm M63 PC30 "TInamen".

26 ansapa 2008 ropa Ipysns obbasmna 06 otkase or aBToMaroB Kanammmkopa B MOMb3y aBTOMATHYECKMX
BMHTOBOK M-4 aMepMKaHCKOT0 MpOM3BOJICTEA.

Cunvuvie cmoponb:

- IOArOTOBKA MHOTMX NO/Ipa3fie/ieH i CyXONyTHBIX. Bo#cK I'pysun nHcrpykropamu HATO;

- ocHamene BC TIpyaum coBpemeHHbIM amepukaHCKuM, (PAHIY3CKMM M TypeUKMM BOOPYXKEHMEM ¥
TeXHUKOA. ViMeronmecs o6pasiist BOOPYKeHHA M TEXHWKM COBETCKOTO 06pasiia YCOBEPIIEHCTBYIOTCA MM 3aMEHAKTCA
HOBEAIIMMM; '

- huHAHCHpOBaHMe NOATOTOBKY Boiick CLIA 1 HATO;

- HamWuMe 6OeBOro onbiTa moppasfenenuit 2-W u 3-i nonesbix 6puran B Mpaxe, Kocoso B cocrase Boiick
HATO.

Cnabvte cmoponui:

- HM3KOE COCTOAHME BOMHCKOM MMCUMIIIMHBEI M MOPA/bHO-NICMXONOINYECKOE COCTOAHME BOEHHOCTYIKAIIMX.
WUmelotca cnyvam [lesepTMpCTBA, NPOABNEHWS HEYCTaBHBIX B3AMMOOTHONIEHMI, MBAHCTBA B IOApasfeNeHMAX
CYXOIYTHBIX BOMCK;

- KaK NOKa3any ony6nMKoBaHHbIE HEABHO ONPOCH! BoeHHOCHy amux BC Ipysum, camoit Gonbiroit 1 ceTnoit
MEYTOH TPy3MHCKOrO CONJATA AB/AETCA He NPETBOPEHME B JKM3Hb  arpeccMBHO-MMNMTAPUCTCKMX IUIAHOB
“caakammcTos”, a koManpguponka B Mpax. Io uToram Takoif TIOE3NIKM KaXbIA IPY3NHCKUI BOMH MOXeT TIpUBE3TH
nomoit okono 10 Teicaw gonnapoe CIIA u cymecTseHHO nonpasnTs GeICTBEHHOE MONOXeHUe CBOEl CEMBY;

- HU3KaA 06y4eHHOCTb IMYHOIO COCTaBa IOAPA3/IeNeHMit, B KOTOPBIX HET aMEPUKAHCKMX MHCTPYKTODOB.

Otnevarano B Tunorpadun raserst «/[o6necTs» 3ak. Ne4-08
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