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COOBUIEHME JIUIs1 CMHA

O Bbixope Poccniickoii @enepanuu U3 peskuMa orpaHu4eHHUil, yCTaHOBJIeHHBIX B 1996 roay ans
AOxa3umn

300-06-03-2008

MunucrtepctBo  MHOCTpaHHbIX aAen  Poccumiickonn ®enepaumn 6 wmapra 2008 1. HampaBuio
Ucnonuurensnomy komutetry Coapyxecrsa HezaBucumbix ['ocynapcTs opuinmaibHyo HOTY, B KOTOPOH
coobmraercs, uto Poccuiickas deaepanys B CHiTy U3MEHUBLIMXCSI OOCTOSTENBCTB HE CUUTAET cels Ooree
cBs3aHHOM mojoxkeHusiMu Pemenus Cosera rnaB rocynapctB CHIT «O mepax mo yperynupoBaHHIO
KoHuukTa B AOxazuu, I'py3us» ot 19 suBaps 1996 r. Otum PemenueM c ykazaHHOW AaThl ObLI
YCTAHOBJIEH 3alpeT Ha OCYLIECTBIEHNE TOPTOBO-DKOHOMUYECKHUX, (PMHAHCOBBIX, TPAHCIIOPTHBIX U MHBIX
cBsizelt ¢ AGxasuel 1o rocy1apcTBEHHOM JIMHUM.

Kak u3BecTHO, aHHOE pelieHue NpuHUMaiock B 1996 roxy Ha ¢oHEe 0CTPOro MpOTHUBOCTOSIHUS CTOPOH B
Ipy3UHO0-a0Xa3CKOM KOHQIMKTE, MPOJI0JIKABIIETOCs Mocie KPOBONPOIUTHOW BoMHbBI 1992—-1993 rr. B TO
BpEMsI €ro IeNIbI0 ObLI0 OOy IuTh AOXa3uro 3aHATh O0Jiee THOKYIO TIO3UIIHIO, TPEXK/Ie BCETO, MO BOMPOCY
0 BO3BpaLICHUH O€KEHIIEB U BHYTPEHHE MepEeMEIIeHHbIX JIULI.

Ceronus cutyanusi KapJuHaJIbHO M3MeHwIack. B [Manbckuii paiton AOxa3uu BepHYJIOCH OOJIBIIMHCTBO
NPOXKMBABLIMX TaM paHee OEXEHIIEB T'PY3MHCKOH HaluoHalbHOCTH. [lanmpHeliiee mpoaABMKEHHE 3TOTO
mporecca TOPMO3UTCS OTKa3oM ['py3uM OT MOpsAAKa HMX PErucTpallid, KOTOPBIM ObLT MHpeiokKeH
VYnpasnenuem BepxoBrnoro komuccapa OOH no nenam 6exeH1ies.

Uro kacaercsi yyacTHs B MPOLIECCE YPEryIMPOBaHUs KOH(IMKTA, TO a0Xa3CKasi CTOPOHA BBIMOJIHSAET CBOU
00s3aTeNbCTBA TI0 OCHOBHBIM JIOTOBOPEHHOCTAM B 3TOU cdepe. OHa roToBa K NMPAKTUYECKUM IlIaram Io
YKPEIUICHUIO JI0Bepusi M 0e30macHOCTH B 30HE KoH(pumkTa. Ha 3TOM (hoHE Tpy3HMHCKash CTOpOHa He
IPOSIBISET AHAJIOTMYHOTO KOHCTPYKTUBHOI'O IOJAXOAA K BBINOJHEHUIO paHee JOCTUTHYTBIX



noroBopeHHocTel. boinee Toro, oHa (akTUYeCKH MOIPHIBAET IMEPErOBOPHBIN IMPOIECC, Pa3MECTUB B
BepxHel yactu Komopckoro ymensst A6xa3uu nmoaoTyeTHyo TOUIMcH aiMUHUCTPATUBHYIO CTPYKTYPY.

Ha »tom (bOHe COXpPAaHCHUEC 3aIlIp€TOB, YCTAHOBJICHHBIX YKAa3aHHBIM PCIHCHI/IGM, IMOJIHOCTBIO YTPAa4YHUBaCT
CBOH CMBICJI, NPCIATCTBYCT pCain3alliid B PCTHOHC COLUAIBHO-3KOHOMHUYCCKUX IIpOIpaMM, 06peI<aeT
Hapona AoOxa3uu Ha HCOIIpaBAaHHBIC TUIIICHUA.

OTtmeHa caHKIMA B OTHOLIEHWH AOXa3uu MJET B OOLIEM pycie YCTOSBILErocs B MEXKIYHapOJHOM
IPAKTUKE MPUHIMUIA [TOCTENIEHHOTO CMATYEHHsI U OTMEHBI IPUHYAUTEIbHBIX MEP B CIy4yac BBIIOJHEHUS
UX ajJpecaTaMd COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX TpeOOBaHMN MEXIyHapoaHOro coobmecTBa. B mosb3y 3toro
BhICKa3bIBanachk U ['pymnmna apyseit ['enepansuoro cexperapss OOH no I'py3un, a ee pekomeHganuu ObLIH
noaaepxxansl CoBerom besonacnoctn OOH.

B nore MU/l Poccum couepkutTcs mNpemasioKeHUE TrocyaapctBaM — ydacTHukam CoapyskecTBa
OPEIIPUHITh AHAJIOTUYHBIC Iard W BBIATH W3 pPEKUMA OTPAHWYCHUN B OTHOMmCHUH AOXasuu,
BBecHHOIO B 1996 1.

6 mapra 2008 roga
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PRESS RELEASE

Russian Federation Withdraws from Regime of Restrictions Established in 1996 for Abkhazia

300-06-03-2008

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation on March 6, 2008, sent an official note to the
Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States announcing that the Russian
Federation, by reason of a change in the circumstances, no longer considers itself bound by the provisions
of the Decision of the CIS Council of Heads of State on Measures to Settle the Conflict in Abkhazia,
Georgia, of January 19, 1996. That decision had from the said date established a ban on trade, economic,
financial, transport and other ties with Abkhazia at a State level.

As is known, the decision was taken in 1996 against the background of the sharp confrontation between
the parties in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict that had continued after the bloody war of 1992-1993. At the
time, its purpose was to induce Abkhazia to take a more flexible position, primarily on the issue of the
return of refugees and temporarily displaced persons.

Today, the situation has cardinally changed. There have returned to Abkhazia’s Gali District most of the
refugees of Georgian nationality that lived there previously. Further progress of this process is being
impeded by Georgia’s rejection of the system for their registration that was proposed by the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

As to participation in the conflict settlement process, the Abkhaz side has been fulfilling its obligations
under the major agreements in this field. It is prepared to take practical steps towards strengthening trust
and security in the conflict zone. Against this background the Georgian side does not display a similar
constructive approach to implementing the previously reached agreements. Moreover, it actually
undermines the negotiation process, having placed in the upper part of the Kodori Gorge of Abkhazia an
administrative structure accountable to Thilisi.



Against this background, maintaining the bans established by the said Decision has fully lost its meaning;
it is hindering the implementation of economic and social programs in the region and is causing
unjustified hardship for the people of Abkhazia.

The lifting of sanctions against Abkhazia is along the general lines of the long-established principle in
international practice of gradual softening and abolition of coercive measures in the case of their targets’
compliance with the appropriate requirements of the international community. The UN Secretary
General’s Group of Friends for Georgia also came out in favor of this attitude and its recommendations
were supported by the UN Security Council.

The note of the Russian Foreign Ministry contains a proposal that Commonwealth member states should
undertake analogous steps and withdraw from the regime of restrictions against Abkhazia, established in
1996.

March 6, 2008
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